vania from the Seven Years War through the 1780s. Was the chaos and violence that took place in eighteenth-century Pennsylvania really all that different from the Pequot War, King Philip's War, Bacon's Rebellion, the Yamassee War, and so on? Silver's choice of perspective, the "we" implicit in the phrase "Our Savage Neighbors," also seems too narrow for his ambitious claims. To study war but focus on a single point of view, to fall back on a contemporary analogy, is like having only the Fox News Channel or Al Jazeera as one's sole source of information. Because Silver does not ask what Indians thought about "their Savage Neighbors," we do not know how much of the violence and the "anti-savage sublime" might be common to warfare and border disputes in general and not, as Silver argues, something foundational in the experience of white Americans. I particularly wanted to know how often Indian violence against European bodies also involved theft of property. Silver tells us that Europeans who attacked Indians often stole their property as well, a possible motivation for murder, which Silver struggles to explain away as subordinate to their primary motivation: fear. Indians and Europeans appear to have treated each other's bodies the same way, but what about property-clothing, trade goods, livestock, homes?
Silver has certainly done an impressive achievement at amassing and analyzing his data, making this the most thorough book on the topic of Pennsylvania's eighteenth-century violence that I have read. I expect that anyone interested in the Paxton Boys or other pieces of eighteenth-century Pennsylvania history would fi nd this book their most essential reference. I would also recommend the book to all historians because it was one of three winners of the prestigious Bancroft Prize in 2008, and we would all be served well by reading works so honored by our colleagues. Orientalisms (1998) opened the door to the discussion through which scholars like Marr could walk. Marr successfully takes up the challenge.
He clearly knows the criticality of establishing a conversation between Muslim and non-Muslim Americans and uses this as a theme throughout this text. He asserts that "the powerful historical templates that preceded and prefi gured the mass immigration of Muslims still shape in some ways the contours of how Islam is perceived and received within the United States" (p. 7). While scholars in the 1990s explored "diplomatic and cultural interactions" or the hypocrisy of using Islam as a foil, this text further excavates numerous hitherto unreviewed archives such as military records, pictures of early monuments, pamphlets, missionary reports and biographies, and biblical eschatological writings to give readers a holistic picture of "the times." His situation even of his term "Islamicism" also demonstrates his erudition in this fi eld.
"Islamicism" as a concept aims to acknowledge the difference "between orientalist codes and Islamic faith," what he calls "Islamic orientalism." Muslims have long protested the refusal on the part of media in particular to make this distinction as they often blur the lines between the two. He further provides readers with some other much needed differentiation of terms such as the notion of "Islamism," which he asserts has been used to describe the agendas of Muslims who desire to form Islamic states. Yet, his most signifi cant contributions to this topic lay in the relationship of Islam and Muslims to American identity formation.
Chapter 1 begins its examination of the relationship with the era after the American Revolution and an "America" that feels powerful after gaining sovereignty from Britain. This was a time to begin formulating that feel of nation and thus the concomittant sense of distinction. As with many previous instances of nation building, the nation was built on an oppositional philosophy: we are what you are not; you stand for tyranny while we stand for freedom and justice. Marr reminds students of history that there was also a concurrent war raging in the seas of the Mediterranean for shipping rights in which Western European states were attempting to eliminate each other as competition. The fact that many who had fought on behalf of one European state or another, such as Captain John Smith, were a part of the building of the colonies was not lost when exploring how the European attitude toward Muslims was inherited by those in power in the colonies. Muslim ascendency on the Mediterranean threatened anyone who was not an ally, and the sagas of interaction led to the publishing of a signifi cant number of books on the Muslim world in the 1790s. These texts included missionary reports, military strategy documents, and pamphlets along with reports of Muslim torture of American captives. Muslims were the barbarians with tyrannical governance and oppression of women for both European states and America; the reports were proof.
Chapter 2 steers readers to an even more detailed accounting of the use of Islam as a foil to demonstrate the superiority of Christian virtues. Here Marr explores missionary efforts to the Muslim world, millennialism, and Mormonism. Here the archives again prove to be invaluable. He fi nds his primary evidence in church literatures. In clerical texts, Islam and Muslims are demonized repeatedly in everything from their prophet to the way children are disciplined in schools. He asserts, "Because Christians resisted viewing Islam as legitimate religious dispensation, they were forced to invent explanations of why divine wisdom had permitted so much worldly power to such a false religion" (p. 90). Muslims were monsters and the enemies of God and the Mormons were their kin. Again, Christian society was everything that Muslim society was not. Yet there was also the continuing need to use the caricatures of Muslims and their religion to cement the building of national identity. This is the subject of chapter 3.
It was one thing to decry slavery abroad and tolerate it at home. Abolitionists used this and arguments comparing the situation in the states to the "immoral practices" of those of the Malays to arouse the passions against slavery. For those who could read, the images of Islam were those of tyranny and antichristian morality. Muslims were cruel and vicious. Christians should not mimic them. Marr revisits antislavery documents and fi nds a persistent use of the rhetoric of the orientalist imagination to challenge the morals of slave owners. "How could Christian Americans presume to be superior, much less convince Muslims to convert to their worldview, if some of their cultural customs were immoral and socially destructive?" (p. 138). This ploy was also used in temperance pamphlets that castigated Christians for their excessive drinking while Muslims, those enemies of God, foreswore drink. Marr uses numerous pamphlets to illustrate the thrust of the movement. Chapter 4 builds on the previous chapters in which the Ottoman empire was both enigmatic and knowable in its barbarism with a detailed description of an invasion of the epitome of that despotism and immorality with the existence of the Mormons, described as "an American 'Islam.'" The patriarchal structure of Mormonism, along with the practice of polygyny, places this religious community squarely inside the cultural imaginings already in place of the Muslim world.
Last but not least is chapter 5, a new treatment of Herman Melville's person and work. While this reviewer cannot comment directly on where this treatment of Melville is situated in other biographies and critiques, there is defi nitely a good introduction to the cosmopolitan nature of some of America's early writers and their adoption of the attire of the fantasies. I suspect that looking at Melville from this perspective is at least enlightening as it certainly was for me. I fi nd this text thoroughly engrossing and informative. His style of writing history is engaging, and the contextualization enables readers to "be in the moment" with the actors. This text can be read from many perspectives and is certainly academic but also a book for the informed.
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